LETTER TO  COURT
higher without exaction or oppression. It evidently appears to us that consi-
derable frauds were formerly committed in these collections with a view of
correcting which, we have determined that the leases granted to the present
farmers should expire on the 1st day of November next. By that time we
hope to find leisure to ascertain their value and more exactly ; at least we shall
then silence the clamour of the inhabitants against what they deem a mono-
poly, by universally diffusing and extending the benefits arising from the
possession of lands,' among the most substantial and reputable banyans and
jjlack merchants living under your protection.
13. Most earnestly do we wish that such shameful embezzlement of the
public monev.were confined to those lands situated more immediately under
the eyes of the Governor and Council since nothing besides the greatest in-
attention and misconduct could then prevent the detection of abuses. But
should a general depravity of manners prevail and your servants acting in the
highest stations be restrained neither by motives of conscience nor by principles
of honor, the discovery of frauds at places remote from the Presidency will then
become more difficult and merely accidental. This evidently appears from
the state of the Midnapore revenues which for three years past have yielded
2,52.000 rupees more than were ever placed, as they ought to the Company's
credit. Our recalling the factory and appointing Mr. Verelst, Supravisoiy'1 and
Mr. Graham, Resident at Midnapore, under his direction brought this un-
warrantable transaction (to) light which might otherwise have lain in pro-
found obscurity until chance had produced a Resident whose sense of honour
and feelings of conscience were stronger than the impulses of private interest.
For your further Information we beg leave to refer you to Mr. Verelsfs letter
and the statement of those revenues, inserted in the accompanying list of
packet. Yet fortunate to the Company as this discovery will certainly be consi-
dered, we must confess, it occasions great embarrassment to our proceedings
unless we would deviate on the one hand or the other from that dutv which
j
we owe to our constituents. It was firmly our intention to avoid further retros-
pection of the conduct of an administration so notoriously corrupt and meanly
venal, throughout every department; in hopes the examples already made would
sufficiently deter others and work a reformation. It was the correction of
abuses and not the punishment of misconduct that we proposed : although we
endeavoured to avoid exposing ourselves either to the censure of partiality or
the heavier charge of unfaithfulness to our employers.
In this as in many other instances we considered that a scrutiny into the
particulars of the embezzlement would be unprofitable to you while It
would at the same time occasion great obstruction to our consultations and
might end in the necessity of diminishing the number of your Council, already
much reduced by the death of one, the suspension of another and the resigna-
tion of four members of the jBoard. We must further beg leave to observe
that we cannot help regarding the late Resident as far less culpable than any
of his immediate predecessors who may be said to have chalked out the path
and guided his steps by the false light that misled him. Certain it is that
should you disapprove our lenity, the same decree in law or equity which will
oblige Mr. Watts to refund will also oblige his predecessors to make restitution.
From these considerations therefore we resolve to leave it in the option of your
honorable Board to prosecute or relinquish your claim to such balances as